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An Analysis of the Characters Yun #., Yun B, and
Jun B in Bronze Inscriptions

CHEN Zhi
Hong Kong Baptist University Jao Tsung-I Academy of Sinology

The character yun Wt in bronze inscriptions, composed of the radicals
tian FH and yun f0 , was originally understood as a variant of yun /. by Song
scholars. Sun Yirang, a late Qing paleographer, then proposed to read this
character as jun % , based on his misunderstanding of the inscription cast on
the Jin Jiang ding vessel. Xu Zhongshu and Yu Xingwu also consider this yun
a variant of jun, but on the basis of their comparative study of transmitted
documents with bronze inscriptions. This paper reexamines the contexts of this
character on bronze vessels, cross-referenced with its occurrences in the Book
of Odes, the Book of Documents and other transmitted Zhou texts, and argues

that in Western Zhou times it was indeed a variant of yun /. , meaning “trust.”

Keywords: Bronze Inscriptions, Book of Odes, Book of Documents, paleography
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