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Chosen Article: Growing a student organic garden 
within the context of university sustainability 
initiatives written by Duram and Williams (2013)



Background

• Selected University: Southern Illinois 
University (SIU) Carbondale 

• Covered sustainability aspects:
(1) Green campus
(2) Student and community engagement
(3) Partnership externally with 

communities and the private sectors



Intervention

•Local Organic Gardening Initiative of 
Carbondale (LOGIC)
•Kick off by undergraduate students in 
early 2009, LOGIC has already lasted for 
4 years at the time of writing
•LOGIC has evolved in 3 stages:
(1) Establishment 🡪 (2) Evolution 🡪 (3) 
Future Challenges



University’s Role in the Intervention



Level of Intervention Details 
Geography students • Established the Green Fee

• Came up the campus garden idea
• Drew up a professional proposal for the garden
• Donated the winning prize as the primary funding for 

daily operations
• Set up a weekly farm stand for the sale of 

campus-grown produce in both the campus and town 
market

Registered student organization (RSO) • Allowed people to participate in campus green fairs, 
farm tours,  workshops, nutrition and health fairs and 
other campus activities

Graduate Assistant • Spoke at public events (e.g., Field Day & conferences)
• Held campus tours 

University Management (inc. the University’s Plant and 
Service Operations staff, Dining Services and the College 
of Agriculture)

• Green-light the planning and construction of the organic 
farm

• Helped with the application of funding from the Green 
Fund to produce food for the campus



Problems Encountered & Attempted to Solve 



Problems Encountered Solutions
The SIU did not have an existing system to manage 
sustainability-related project

• Founding of Sustainability Coordinator position and 
Sustainability Council helped to formulate a 
sustainability plan and aid sustainability projects 
proposed by students

Interested students lacked the funding and human resources to 
kick-start the project

• Referendum
• Green Fee (↑ $10 student fees / semester)
• Generating > $300000 / year in “Green Fund”

The initial plan to have small garden beds only provided the dining 
halls with little food, which was far from enough for achieving the 
ultimate goal of having a sustainable campus food system 

• Built a high tunnel to gradually expand production 
& extend growing season

• Applied for funding for a graduate assistant for 
managing the increased workloads

Manpower for developing and maintaining the LOGIC garden was 
very limited and not enough in the long run

• Encourage students to actively participate in the 
LOGIC project by linking the works done in there 
with class service hour requirement
• they can earn “money” and spend them at the 

LOGIC farm stand



Outcomes
• Successful

• It has gradually evolved, from tiny original garden bed to permanent farm growing produce 
for the the consumption of campus dining halls and even selling to neighbouring 
townspeople, forming a self-contained food system in both the university campus and 
community

• Many students have volunteered themselves to help with the maintenance of the organic 
farm (even with the professional guidance provided by faculty advisor)

• Grants for the operations and equipment of the LOGIC garden are secured, so future 
expansion is ensured (i.e. Green Fund)

• The campaign for the LOGIC garden has successfully earned the recognition of students and 
community which the SIU is a university with comprehensive sustainability goals

• An educational opportunity for the students and the public to become more aware of food 
sustainability issue 🡪 Established as one of the earliest activist success and give rise to the 
American food movement 



THE END


